Right atrial and septal reconstruction after tumor excision: the single-patch technique.
Surgical excision is the only therapy for benign atrial tumors, if serious complications are to be avoided. We propose a simplified technique whereupon a single autologous pericardial patch is used to not only close the septal defect, but to also reconstruct the right atrium. This new technique allows for wide excision of tumors without reduction of the right atrium, distortion of the tricuspid valve or traction on the atrioventricular node. We propose that this new approach will probably reduce the incidence of postoperative arrhythmias.